
An Odd Couple 

APOSTLE  The  

I love pine trees. In some small part because they 
remind me mostly of being òup northó whether back 
in my home state of Michigan, or Vermont where I 
spent some summers, or even today in the 
Adirondacks where I now spend some summers. 

But mostly, I suspect, it is because I love the way 
they look, smell, and sound when the wind blows 
through their branches. So on my daily walks it is 
grand fun to pass by a few pine trees in my own 
neighborhood. 

One day I noticed that there was wonderful new 
growth. It was quite stunning. 

Which got me to thinking. 

I think, sometimes, with the presence of this virus, it 
is hard to think about growth and possibilities. 
Everything is so stymied and constrained. I feel 
restrained because I actually am! 

But this pine tree reminded me that new growth is 
intrinsic to Godõs creation and, therefore, us too. So 
now I am actually thinking more optimistically. That 
no matter how pervasive and difficult this virus is, 
there will be new growth and new possibilities that 
will arise. 

We have already learned about a new way to worship. 
We continue to care for one another. We are using 
Zoom to great avail for meetings and education and 
prayer. We are still finding ways to have important 
community conversations. And we are still reaching 
out into the community and continuing to care for 
our neighbors. 

AND I am actually hopeful that the expansive 
activity regarding the role of racism in our nation is of 
such clarity and conviction that we might make some 
HUGE strides toward the Kingdom of God ð now. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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So an odd couple ð a virus and a pine tree. But 
together an important spiritual reminder. God is our 
Creator. Just look around. Summer is a grand time to 
be reminded that God is always creating and bringing 
new life forth. And God will continue to do so right 
now.  

I am feeling my faith steadier, my trust more 
consistent, and my hope more outrageous ð just as I 
want yours to do so as well. 

(Continued from page 1) 

So a blessed summer of a renewed spiritual grip for us 
all, as well as a time of some spiritual joy at what is 
possible. As we often say 

God is good. 

All the time God is good. 

 ñ Flo Ledyard, Rector 
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Flo and This Summer  
Soon, very soon, I will be wending my way north to the Adirondacks to Lake Champlain where I will have 
some vacation time but also a portion of a sabbatical. 

I cannot thank you all enough for the chance to òvacateó for a bit of time to rest and enjoy some fishing. 
But also I am really grateful to the Vestry who agreed that I could add on a bit more time by taking an 
upcoming sabbatical in smaller doses over successive summers. Especially this year, my reading list is long 
and I am looking forward to musing time about how we will proceed next fall and through this next 
program year. 

So the timing is actually more perfect than we imagined when we set this up! 

In the meantime, you will be blessed by continued strong clergy presence. The Reverends Ann Boyd, Carole 
Robinson Douglas, and Thelma Smullen will support you in worship with skill and strength. And Thelma will 
be around for pastoral matters as well. But equally important is a wonderful lay leadership team as well as 
the rest of the staff who will be present as our ministry continues. 

So life and St Bõs will continue to thrive and through the summer and I will look forward to seeing you at 
the end of August. 

 ñ Flo Ledyard, Rector 



Now is the time to know 
that all you do is sacred 

Now is the time to understand 
That all your ideas of right and wrong 
Were just a childõs training wheels to be laid aside 
When you can finally live with 
veracity and love 

éNow is the time for the world to know 
That every thought and action is sacred 

This is the time 
for you to deeply compute the impossibility 
that there is anything 
but Grace 

Now is the season to know 
That everything you do 
Is sacred 

~~ Hafiz   

 
Since we will not be considering on-site worship until this fall, please continue to join us on Zoom each Sunday 
morning at 10:00 am. Hereõs how: 

This is the link 
https://zoom.us/j/7641738777?pwd=d05KWmJPZ0ZZaHlmUlpRK2NiOFp6UT09. 

or you can go to your own Zoom page and use this info: 
The Meeting ID: 764 173 8777 
The password: 703085 

or you can call in using this number: (646)558-8656. 

AND, you can come as early as 9:00 am to have some fun at our Coffee Hour. 
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Zooming Together for Worship at St. Bõs 
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Everything You Do Is Sacred 
Shared by Celeste Thurston 

https://zoom.us/j/7641738777?pwd=d05KWmJPZ0ZZaHlmUlpRK2NiOFp6UT09
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Vestry Highlights  

During this time of pandemic and quarantine, the Vestry decided has decided to divide the monthly Vestry 
meeting into two meetings. Shorter meetings on Zoom are preferable than a longer meeting. The Vestry 
currently meets on the third and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 6:30 pm.  

At their meetings on June 16 and 23, 2020 meeting, the Vestry:  

¶ Affirmed Karen Mercerõs call to ordination. 

¶ Created an outreach plan for non-participating Sunday Zoom parishioners. 

¶ Learned of the beneficial changes to the Payroll Protection Plan. 

¶ Received an update on the Childrenõs Word and Virtual Sunday School option. 

¶ Heard of necessary tree removal for upcoming roof repairs. 

¶ Reviewed plans to not reopen physical Church until it is safe. 

There are no Vestry meetings in July. 
The next set of meetings, scheduled August 18 and 25, will take place via Zoom, both beginning at 6:30 pm.  

All Vestry meetings are open, and all members and friends are welcome to attend. 

The Most Reverend Michael Curry is Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church 

 

 

 

.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎΥ .ƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ /ǳǊǊȅ ǎ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ƻǳǘƘΦ 
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ǎŀƳŜ ŎǳǇ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ 
Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ 
ƻŦ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ǘƻπ
ƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀƳƳŜǊ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦϦ 
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A Clarion Call  

path of support that might lead to stronger, more 
effective community relationships ñ for us and our 
neighborhood. 

The Outreach Grants Program will morph into a 
Reparations Fund which we will begin to explore 
more specifically next fall. 

All the while, we will continue to embrace all of these 
journeys as well as all the other things we already are 
doing to answer a clarion call. 

I am excited about what we can do. It is something, 
even if not everything. But it also will be done with 
prayer, our usual thoughtfulness, and I know we will 
find our way forward as a faithful, diverse community 
that is evidently actually a blazing beacon on 
occasion. 

SO if you are feeling a clarion call to join in any of 
these efforts, let us know. You would be very 
welcomed! 

ñ Flo

by The Reverend Florence Ledyard 

Our Community Conversation on Tuesday, June 2, 
was thick, thoughtful, and a clarion call to action. 
And so, as I indicated in my letter to you all ñ we are 
responding to that call. 

The Adult Formation Committee is already meeting 
to craft a curriculum or track for learning about 
racism ñ especially in our multicultural 
congregation. What do we need to learn? Hopefully, 
it will be a series of opportunities to learn about 
history, our own individual journeys, as well as what is 
critical to understand today so we can continue to 
rise in voice and action to be a thoughtful, Bible-
based community to òlove God and our neighbor as 
ourselves.ó 

The Outreach Committee is gearing up for our 
participation in a Voter Registration Drive. What a 
critical effort to help our neighborhood rise to an 
even more consistent exercise for this fundamental 
citizenship right and responsibility. 

The Gospel Justice Group already has a Zoom 
meeting scheduled to begin to explore how we can 
engage with our local police department to find a 
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Surprised by Joy 
by Steve Smallman 

Mary and I have been so blessed to be included in 

our Sankofa Circle! 

What does a completely diverse group of people, 

different cultures, ages, and backgrounds have in 

common? What on earth are we doing hanging out 

together every Thursday evening? And why is it that 

all of us look forward to this time together? Just this: 

we need God in our lives. We need to be reminded 

that Jesus cares about everything that happened 

during our week. And we need that reminder from 

each other ñ not just in the words and stories we 

share, but in the looks of concern, laughter, and love 

that we see in each otherõs faces.  

Each week at the end of the worship service we agree 

together to serve Christ in all people. That serving is 

strengthened each week when we SEE Christ in the 

faces of the brothers and sisters in our Sankofa 

Circle. Each week our group is led by Miss Inez 

Haynie and Michael Sarbanes, to listen to each other 

reflect on the week, recall what we learned from the 

sermon, and pray together. 

Each week we are ñ each of us ñ surprised by joy 

and encouraged to remember our place in Godõs 

family. Maybe Mary and I should stop being surprised 

and become more expectant. Expecting, knowing that 

God will meet us, encourage us, and draw us in just a 

little bit closer because we have been with each 

other. 

For any of you who considered joining a Sankofa 

Circle but didn't, we encourage you to jump in there 

next time! You might find yourself surprised by how 

loved you are, and how much light you can receive 

from your fellow travelers. You might find yourself 

surprised by Joy. 

Thank you St. Bõs! 

ñ Steve and Mary Smallman
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The Daughters of the King Share  
a òPrayer for a Pandemic: 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our 
arms around each other 

let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God 
to our neighbor. 

Through Jesus Christ, whose arms of love embrace us 
all. Amen.  

These last words of the prayer ñ òDuring this time 
when we cannot physically wrap our arms around 
each other let us yet find ways to be the loving 
embrace of God to our neighboró ñ these are, for me, 
a way of being the help and hope for my neighbor. By 
prayer and by doing something to make today easier 
for someone else ñ this is what we can do as we all 
continue to be in these unusual times together.  

We are never alone in any situation. One truth that 
will never change is that God is with us ñ all the 
time, for strength and courage and in all the ways 
weõll ever need. Always.  

The Motto of the Order of the Daughters of the 
King 
For His Sake 
I am but one, but I am one. 
I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 
What I can do, I ought to do. 
What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do. 
Lord, what will you have me do? 

ñ Glorius is President of the Margaret Rollo Chapter  
of the Daughters of the King

by Glorius M. Sullivan 

The Margaret Rollo Chapter of The Order of the 
Daughters of the King meets via Zoom on the second 
Tuesday of the month. We continue to pray 
individually each day for the needs that are known to 
us  ñ for families, friends, neighbors, those in 
authority, for comfort for those suffering from 
COVID-19, for those who have died and those that 
mourn, and we continue to give thanks for the gift of 
each new day, for doctors and nurses and essential 
workers, for the sunshine and the flowers, the 
birdsong ñ there is much to pray about and be 
thankful for!  

Your special prayer requests are always welcome! You 
can call or email your prayer requests to me with the 
subject line òDOK Prayer Request.ó As always, your 
prayer requests will be held in confidence by our 
Daughters.  

I want to share this òPrayer for a Pandemicó by 
Cameron Wiggins Bellm with you.  

May we who are merely inconvenienced 
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 
Remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 
Remember those who must choose between 
preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our 
children when their schools close 
Remember those children who will go hungry with 
no school meals. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 
Remember those with no place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the 
tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for quarantine at home 
Remember those who have no home. 
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Guessing Fun 
Thanks to Kathie Clark for finding thes photos! 


